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INTRODUCTION

The Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies (HKIAPS)
was established in September 1990 at the Chinese University of
Hong Kong. It aims to promote and to coordinate
inter-disciplinary studies of Hong Kong, Asian countries and their
relations with the larger environment of the Asia-Pacific region.
It-attempts to serve as a bridge between overseas scholars of Asia-
Pacific studies and the teaching and research staff of The Chinese
University of Hong Kong (hereafter The Chinese University or
CUHK).

There are two major kinds of research activities. The first kind
consists of individual projects funded by the Institute or affiliated
with the Institute. The second refers to long-term inter-disciplinary .
research programmes that constitute the backbone of the activities
of the Institute. These activities are described at length in the
following pages.



MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR

The Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies came into
being on September 1, 1990, as a result of the reorganization and
rationalization of the institutional framework then in existence at
the Chinese University of Hong Kong in support of social science
research. It was the realization of the growing economic and social
links between Hong Kong and the Asia-Pacific region, inclusive of
China, that the need was felt for a new institutional arrangement
that would make us betier able, on the one hand, to address
overriding social, political and economic issues in the region,
particularly in relation to the territory, and, on the other, to
concentrate our administrative/financial resources and professional
expertise on a few programmes that could capitalize on our
comparative advantage. The intended connectedness between Hong
Kong and the Asia-Pacific region of which it is a part, explains the
seemingly presumptuous name of the Institute.

As Hong Kong has entered the latter stage of transition to
1997, the Institute is envisaged to be playing an increasing role in
forging links with institutions and researchers in China and the
Asia-Pacific region. Indeed, during the past year significant
progress has been made through cooperation in many ways with-
research institutions in the region. For instance, in collaboration
with the Commonwealth Geographical Bureau, a seminar on
Geography and Development in Pacific Asia was held on 10-14
December, 1990; the Population Institute of the East-West Center
“jointly hosted with the Institute the Field Portion of the 22nd
Population Summer Workshop on 1-5 July, 1991; the Japanese
Association for Urban Sociology collaborated with the Institute to
hold a joint seminar on trends in Urban Sociology on 8-10 July,
1991; the East Asian Economic Association has cooperated with the
Institute to publish the Asian Economic Journal and transferred its
secretariat here; and the Urban and Regional Development
Programme has been working collaboratively with the United
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Nations University on an Asia-Pacific Urban System project, with
the participation of many institutions and researchers in the region.

Through a painful rationalization of available resources, the
Institute began with seven research programmes designed to make
long-term contributions to the development of Hong Kong and the
University. Since June 1991, the eighth programme focused on
South China has been initiated, for it has received a most generous
donation by two outstanding entrepreneurs in Hong Kong.

In June 1991, the Institute together with the Council on
East Asian Studies at Yale University received a benefaction of
HK$46.8 million (US$6 million) from Dr. Cheng Yu Tung and
Dr. Lee Shau Kee, in support of research and collaborative
activities in the region of South China. It is anticipated that the
two universities will make significant contributions in advancing the
cause of research, training and information exchange about this
rapidly growing part of China, with the likely participation of
selected institution and scholars from South China.

In order to disseminate research findings most effectively,
several publication series have been launched. They are publi-
cations that stem from monographs, occasional papers, reprints and
the Universities Service Centre seminars. All of them have their
respective roles and audiences and have been well received.

The Universities Service Centre (USC) with its superb col-
lection of contemporary China materials is a valuable resource that
supports the research of many of the Institute’s research
programmes which deal partly or exclusively with China. The
seminar paper series arising from the regular luncheon seminars
USC organizes are published within the shortest possible time.

Because of mounting pressures in office space requirements
consequent upon the rapid increase in student enrollment the
University is embarking upon, there will be the need to move the




























































































































































