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INTRODUCTION

The Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies (HKIAPS) celebrated
its ten years of activities this spring with a major conference. The mid-
April gathering brought together scholars from various continents, to
~ which reports in the following pages will attest.

Since its establishment in September 1990, the Institute has been
promoting and coordinating inter-disciplinary studies on Hong Kong,
the neighbouring Asian countries and communities within the Asian-
Pacific region. The Institute aims to serve as a bridge between overseas
scholars in Asia-Pacific studies and the teaching and the research staff at
The Chinese University of Hong Kong (hereafter, the Chinese Universi-
ty or CUHK).

The Institute supports two major types of research activities: indivi-
dual projects funded by or affiliated with the Institute; and, long-term
inter-disciplinary research programmes that constitute the back-bone of
the activities of the Institute. The latter activities are described at length
in the following pages, while the former find mention in particular
segments of particular programme reports.

For additional information, the Instxtute s “home page can be reached
at the following location:

http: //Www.cuhk.edu.hk/hkiaps/homepage.htm.



MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR

This annual message from me is especially meaningful because of its
timing. It comes at the beginning of a new century and millennium,
three years after Hong Kong’s handover and Asia’s financial crisis, and
ten years after the Institute was established. It is an opportune time for
us to review what we have accomplished in the past and to look forward
to new challenges and opportunities in the future.

To mark the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the founding of the
Institute, an international conference was organized on April 13-15,
2000. Many noted scholars from reputable universities and research
institute in the Asia-Pacific region and beyond attended the event and
presented academic papers on the theme, “Into the 21% Century:
Challenges for Hong Kong and the Asia-Pacific Region”” Work is in
progress to publish the papers presented as a book to mark the occasion.

In the first ten years of the Institute, it has enjoyed generous and
sustained support from the university, in particular from the Vice-
Chancellors and countless colleagues, in terms of funding, ideas and
advice. We have equally enjoyed warm reception and support from a
wide range of individuals and institutions in Hong Kong, the region and
beyond. The substantial research funding we have successfully raised
over the years is testimony to the confidence and support we have
received.

In terms of research focus, the Institute has followed faithfully its
initial set-up of having a number of long-term, strategic directions in the
form of research programmes. This has remained essentially intact,
except for a couple which have run their course, or whose leadership has
left the university. Notable among these changes is that the China’s
Economic Reform and Development Programme terminates this year.
The ten-year funding from Dr. Cheng Yu-tung and Dr. Lee Shau-kee of
the South China Programme will also come to an end next year. Plans
are in the making for reorganizing a Chinese focus in the research set-up.
Tt should also be mentioned that the Gender Research Programme would



evolve into a Gender Research Centre as of August 1, 2000, to allow it
to assume a more independent identity.

The research environment here has proven to be most conducive to
academic pursuits. This is attested to by the large number of scholarly
publications arising from research projects. These publications have
been undertaken not only by the Institute itself but also by many
reputable university and commercial publishers. Published by the
Institute itself, the tally to date is 50 monographs and books, and 111
Occasional Papers. Since the last reporting, 6 books and 15 Occasional
Papers have been published. The latter has set a new record, exceeding
our target of having one Occasional Paper a month.

Over the past decade, the Institute has met success in establishing
strong and growing links with researchers and institutions in Hong Kong
and elsewhere in cooperation and collaboration in undertaking research.
Notable among the overseas institutions have been the University of
Toronto, the United Nations University, Osaka International University,
the East-West Center, the University of California, the Institute of
Southeast Asian Studies, etc. The list of collaborating universities and
institutions in mainland China has similarly been growing.

In Hong Kong, the Institute has spared no effort in forging links with
the community. Several programme directors have been contributing to
policy-making in Hong Kong by being members of many key commit-
tees, or otherwise have been sought by the media for their views. The
contributions by Professors Liu Pak-wai, Yeung Yue-man, Lau Siu-kai
and Sung Yun-wing are especially noteworthy.

Since 1995, the Institute has operated a Telephone Survey Research
Laboratory, with Dr. Timothy Wong in charge. Over 250 commissioned
surveys have been completed during this period, with 61 surveys under-
taken during the past year. This facility has proven to be an important
research asset for colleagues in the university as well as to the com-

~munity at large.

Since 1992, the Institute has been running a series of highly successful
China training courses, in collaboration with the Hong Kong Civil
Service Training and Development Institute. This series of training



courses has evolved over time to meet the changing needs of senior civil
servants in Hong Kong and the changing relationship between Hong
Kong and the mainland. These are reflected in changes in course format
and subject matter.

In recognition of the Institute’s growing links and stature, both in
Hong Kong and the region, it has been designated since September 1,
1999, as the Hong Kong APEC (Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation)
Study Centre by the HKSAR government. It will act as a focal point for
Iinking Hong Kong’s tertiary institutions with interests in Asia-Pacific
affairs and for serving the APEC region for two years. The Institute’s
anniversary conference held in April 2000 was organized in collabora-
tion with the Study Centre.

Looking ahead, the Institute will prepare itself for more research and
training responsibilities. In February 2000, the Institute collaborated
with Qinghua University, Syracuse University and the Hong Kong
College of Technology in initiating a new training course for political
leaders in Hong Kong. The course focuses primarily on politics and
public administration, with lectures offered in Hong Kong, Beijing and
New York and observation tours to China and the United States. This is
an important step in preparing future leaders for the “one country, two
systems” mode of governance in Hong Kong. The course is expected to
run for the next five years.

After being housed in Ting Ka Ping Building since 1993, the Institute
has been making plans to be relocated to Phase V Redevelopment
Complex of Chung Chi College. The relocation is making room for the
Central Library to expand and to allow the Institute to rationalize its
space utilization and to meet challenges of a new era in a location more
convenient to visitors coming by train. It is anticipated that by early
2001 the Institute will be able to operate from the new premises.

Three years after the Asian financial crisis and the handover, Hong
Kong has shown signs of accelerating economic recovery despite a
political impasse occasioned by endless scandals surrounding govern-
ment policy and other issues. In this time of uncertainty but with many
new opportunities arising from the Information Age and the New



Economy, we pledge to redouble our efforts in delivering quality
research, so that we will contribute towards building a more vibrant and
successful Hong Kong as we have done so over the past ten years.

Prof. Yeung Yue-man, Director of the Institute with, at his left, keynote speaker Prof. Ambrose
King, University Pro-Vice-Chancellor, chairing the Opening Ceremony of the Anniversary
Conference.


















































































































































































































