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The Victim’s Perspective

How Does Criminal Law Protect AI?

Jia Jian

Abstract

Artificially intelligent entities are widely involved in the life of
human societies. Their unique interests and demands, their innate
altruism, and the possibility that they might in the future be able
to assume independent legal responsibility will cause them to
attain a legal status similar to that of humans. More and more,
artificially intelligent entities will embody human morals and
emotions and be increasingly closely linked with social order—
characteristics that will strengthen the inherent connection with
criminal law. From the perspective of subjectivity, criminal laws
should protect artificially intelligent entities themselves and the
important human interests that they embody. Certain unethical
or disorderly behaviours towards artificially intelligent entities
should be criminalized. For now, such crimes can be treated
as typical statutory offences. In the future, when artificially
intelligent entities are generally recognized as legal subjects,
a gradual transition can be made to a direct protection model.
Under the concept of restorative justice, the artificially intelligent
entity that has been the victim of a crime should be given
necessary relief and compensation.
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