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Democratization and Separatism

Taiwan's Political Development in
Recent Years and ROC-PRC Relations

Timothy K.Y. Wong

Abstract

This paper examines Taiwan’s democratization process beginning
in the 1980s and how it has contributed to shape local politics and
Taiwan’s relations with the People’s Republic of China (PRC) on
the mainland. The general thesis is that given the conditions of a
divided China and Taiwan’s continuing international isolation,
democratization in Taiwan inevitably lends support to separatism
which will (and has) become the most important (re)defining
characteristic of Taiwan-mainland relations. As such, the paper
analyzes Taipei’s changing approach to its relations with the
mainland and the international community under democratiza-
tion, as well as the various barriers and positive developments to
reunification thus emerged. Lastly, the paper argues that among
the various possibilities in Taiwan-mainland relations, the most
rational outcome at the present stage is some form of “agreed-
upon autonomous unification,” as it does not violate the principle
of “one China” yet promises the minimum sense of security for
people on both sides of the Taiwan Straits to cooperate to bring
peace and prosperity to the region.
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