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Civic Awareness of Hong Kong Young
People in the Late Transitional Period

A Comparison of Hong Kong as a Whole
and the Shatin District

Timothy Ka-ying Wong
Kwok-cheung Shum

Abstract

This study randomly interviewed by telephone 1,660 young
people aged 15-24 drawn from Hong Kong as a whole and addi-
tionally 165 more of the same age cohort from the Shatin District,
attempting to examine and compare their civic awareness in the
late transitional period. In the study, we differentiate civic aware-
ness into civic knowledge, civic attitude, and civic participation.
Our findings include: (1) The civic knowledge of Hong Kong
young people is generally weak; yet, in their limited civic
knowledge, such values as freedom, democracy and human rights
symbolic of modern society are highly praised; and, their under-
standing of civic responsibility has moved beyond narrow politi-
cal categories, showing broad concern in the community’s overall
well being. (2) Their civic attitude tends to be pessimistic and
negative, including not trusting politicians, regarding politics as
too complicated to be understood, feeling powerless over the
existing political reality, showing little confidence in the ability of
civil servants, and being not particularly cheerful about Hong
Kong's 1997 sovereignty transfer. (3) Their civic participation is
mixed, showing a strong concern in daily news and events on the
one hand but being weak in actual social and political participa-



tion on the other. (4) Their perception of the post-1997 Hong Kong
is somewhat gloomy; particularly, over 40 per cent of the respon-
dents indicate that if conditions permit they will consider leaving
Hong Kong. (5) Respondents who are pessimistic about the post-
1997 Hong Kong or who will consider leaving Hong Kong if
conditions permit tend to be weak in civic knowledge, negative in
civic attitude and low in civic participation. (6) With only minor
variations, young people in Hong Kong as a whole and in the
Shatin District show no major differences in their civic awareness
as well as in their perception of Hong Kong’s 1997 sovereignty
transfer.



