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Gender Difference in Behavior and
Perception towards Election

The Case of Shatin Youth

Siumi Maria Tam
On-Kwok Lai
Susan Ma

Abstract

This paper studies the gender differences among Shatin youth in
their behavior and attitude towards elections and analyzes their
psychological and socio-cultural factors. The research was based
on the September 1994 District Board elections. Data on sixty-two
youth aged 18 to 26 were acquired through group discussion and
follow-up telephone interviews. Results find that both male and
female youth relied on the mass media for knowledge on politics
and elections, and the information obtained was superficial and
disassociated. They were also passive in election-related behavior.
The two genders differ in various aspects. Although women were
more concerned about current affairs, would discuss these with
others and were more holistic and rational in their analysis of
current affairs, they were less active in participating in election
and other public affairs. Women were less confident in this area,
and their personal development and public participation were
obstructed by systemic restrictions in society as well as by differ-
ential cultural expectations for the two genders.





