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The Condition of Social Weifare in Hong Kong

A Public Assessment

Timothy Ka-ying Wong
Chack-kie Wong
Kwok-cheung Shum

Abstract

This study employs James Midgley’s conceptual framework of
social welfare to systematically examine Hong Kong people’s
attitudes toward the condition of social welfare in Hong Kong.
Based on the results of a telephone survey, the study finds that
Hong Kong people show varying degrees of dissatisfaction with
the three major dimensions of social welfare in Hong Kong: the
control of social problems, the fulfiliment of human needs, and the
maximization of social opportunities. Among these three
dimensions, the people are most dissatisfied with the control of
social problems (i.e., poverty, crime, and unemployment), then
with the maximization of social opportunities, and finally with the
fulfillment of human needs. Cross-tabulation with chi-square test
also indicates that those who are older, less educated, living in
public housing, non-professionals, with low income, or identifying
themselves as being low in social stratification, tend to be
significantly more dissatisfied with all the three dimensions of
social welfare. As these people largely belong to minority groups in
a social sense, their social welfare attitudes to a large extent reveal
that they have formed a very unique social stratification (class)
awareness, thereby posing a lasting challenge to the future socio-
political stability in Hong Kong.



