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Assessment of Social Welfare Conditions in Hong Kong
Challenges Facing the “Self-reliance for Welfare” Mentality

Chack-kie Wong
Timothy Ka-ying Wong

Abstract

This article employs James Midgley’s conceptual framework of
social welfare to systematically examine Hong Kong people’s
attitudes towards social welfare conditions in Hong Kong. Based
on the results of two telephone surveys, the study finds that Hong
Kong people showed varying degrees of dissatisfaction with the
three major dimensions of social welfare in Hong Kong: the control
of social problems, the fulfillment of social needs, and the
maximisation of social opportunities. Despite these, the social
welfare conditions in Hong Kong were rather stable between the
two surveys in an interval of a half year. In general, the changes in
subjective social welfare indicators corresponded to the changes in
objective social conditions. It was also revealed that Hong Kong
people had exhibited a “self-reliance for welfare” mentality: they
believed that the best ways to satisfy one’s social needs were efforts
by individual self-reliance and family mutual help. However, this
is increasingly challenged by the recent changes in objective social
and economic conditions. It is envisaged that the vulnerable
groups would be adversely affected under such a situation.



