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Sewage Disposal Strategy

Qur Expectation and Obligation

Edited by

Lam Kin-che

Abstract

Water pollution is the most serious environmental problem in
Hong Kong. It spoils our natural landscape, poses a health hazard
to Hong Kong’s six million people, decimates our mariculture
industry. The people of Hong Kong, especially the participants of
the forum, will all agree that water pollution control should be at
the top of the government’s agenda.

The resolution of the problem calls for the adoption of the
appropriate wastewater treatment technology and the modification
of the behaviour of the polluters, The Strategic Sewage Disposal
Scheme (SSDS) and Effluent Charge System are proposed by the
government. This forum was organized to explore the various
technical options of SSDS and the practicality of implementing an
effluent charge. Of course, the success of launching these schemes
depends on the aspiration of the populace and their willingness to
bear the costs incurred.

As regards the technical options, most agree that the strategy
to be adopted should be flexible and sustainable. The former
criterion requires the technical option be able to adapt to the
changing quantity and quality of wastewater generated in Hong
Kong so that we can achieve the cost of the environmental
objectives effectively. The latter demands of us to examine
carefully the environmental implications of various options,
particularly in terms of energy and material consumption to ensure
that the preferred option is environmentally acceptable and
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responsible. At the same time, we need to ensure that Hong Kong
will not pass the problem to our neighbours as we attempt to solve
our problem, nor should Hong Kong solve our current problem at
the expense of future generations.

Water pollution respects no boundary. It is the consensus of
the participants in the forum that Hong Kong has to collaborate
closely with our neighbours to tackle water pollution. The
orchestration of these efforts is a formidable task, which has to be
initiated by someone very high in the government machinery, such
as the Chief Executive of the HKSAR.

Our survey has shown that most of the people in Hong Kong
will support the government to spend more on water pollution
control and that they also are willing to personally contribute,
albeit a small amount, to the resolution of the problem. Industries
in Hong Kong however have reservation about the move,
particularly about the levy on the effluent charge and trade
effluent surcharge. Three considerations merit our attention here.
Firstly, willingness to pay depends on whether the charging
scheme is seen to be fair. It also depends on whether the
government aims to recover the operation cost or the capital
investment as well. Secondly, if the charge aims merely at cost
recovery only, rather than behaviour modification, it has been
argued that the government should bear the costs from the taxes
collected rather than going to all the trouble of collecting charges.
Last, but not the least, if the aim of the effluent charge is to modify
behaviour, the government should, at the same time, provide
necessary support and guidance to the potential dischargers about
waste reduction methods so that they can avoid the cost; and the
society can attain the environmental goals as a whole.



