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The Evolutions of the Democratic Progressive
Party’s Mainland Policy

A Political Economy Analysis

Milan Tung-Wen Sun
Chung-Chuan Cha

Abstract

The status of the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) has changed
from being the opposition party to being the ruling party after Mr
Chen Shui-bian was elected as the tenth President of the Republic
of China. DPP’s tendency to promote Taiwan’s independence
movement has alerted the People’s Republic of China regarding
the future direction of the new administration’s mainland policy.
The evolution of the DPP’s mainland policy has to be a crucial
factor affecting the cross-strait relations in the future.

DPF’s policy-making process demonstrates the characteristics
of “rule-by-the-factions.” The formation, change and evolution of
the DPP’s mainland policy has to be the result of competition and
compromise among party factions. This paper argues that the
differences between these factions regarding the proper approach
when dealing with cross-strait relations basically reflect their
respective assessment of the trends in the international situation,
Taiwan’s present relations with the international society
(particularly with the USA), the current status of cross-strait
relations, and the evolution of the domestic political and economic
conditions in Taiwan. Nevertheless, the DPP’s mainland policy will
continue, under the Chen Administration, to move closer to the
mainstream opinion in Taitwan, that is to maintain the status guo.
Given the current situation, it will be inevitable that DPP will
adopt a creatively fuzzy position about its mainland policy.



