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Hong Kong and Asia-Pacific Development

An Exploration of Public Opinjon

Yue-man Yeung
Timothy Ka-ying Wong

Abstract

Based on the data of a telephone survey, this paper examines and
analyzes how the people in Hong Kong view the Asia-Pacific
development, the APEC, and the relationship of Hong Kong and
the Asia-Pacific region. The survey has revealed that: (1) While
people largely think that relations among members in the Asia-
Pacific region are far more competitive than complementary, they
are quite optimistic about the region’s economic and political
future, believing it would lead global development in the 21st
century. (2) People only show limited knowledge of the APEC, but
they are very positive about the role it can play in promoting
economic development, political stability and cultural exchange in
the region, as well as in fostering interaction and cooperation
among mainland China, Taiwan and Hong Kong. (3) People
express some concern about the future development of Hong Kong
in the Asia-Pacific region and are particularly conscious of the
strong challenge Singapore has posed to Hong Kong. On the other
hand, they have high regard for China, seeing it both as the most
competitive nation in the region and the most helpful country to
Hong Kong. In the people’s eyes, the strengths of Hong Kong
include its healthy financial system, its close relationship with
China, its people’s flexibility and industriousness, and its widely
developed information and communications systems. The
weaknesses include insufficient talented people, social and political
disharmony, production costs being too high, and under-
development of high-tech industry. Upon such understanding,
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people urge the Hong Kong SAR government to do more to
improve education and training, promote high-tech development,
expand international links and minimize social and political
conflicts. (4) Crosstabulation results indicate that the core strata of
society, such as those between ages 31-50 and those with higher
education and income, are stronger in their crisis consciousness
towards Hong Kong.



