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The Future of the Triangular Relationship between
China, the United States and Taiwan
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Abstract

Following his election as President, George W. Bush sought to
establish himself with American conservatives by pursuing a
foreign policy of “unilateralism.” The new government abandoned
Clinton’s course of forming strategic partnerships with China and
changed the emphasis of its defense strategy away from
maintaining the capability to fight two simultaneous Major Theater
Wars, with a drastic shift of military forces from Europe to Asia.

Bush also revised U.S. policy towards Taiwan, shifting from
“strategic ambiguity” to “strategic clarity.” He publicly pledged to
“defend Taiwan,” and spoke of “combating China with Taiwan.”
This trend in U.S. policy placed significant strain on Sino-U.S.
relations.

However, Bush’'s hard-line position was immediately tested.
His unilateralist moves met both domestic and international
challenges. As various interest groups in America debated U.S.-
China policy, opinion tended to favour maintaining friendly
relations with China. The Bush administration has come to realize
that a constructive relationship between the last two superpowers is
in the interests of both sides.

Last but not least, the September 11 terrorist attacks on the U.5.
forced Bush to think again about the need to cooperate with China
in a broader way. The U.S. policy on cross-strait relations will
return to the “middle line” and Sino-U.S. relations will continue to
improve.





