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Jih-wen Lin, “Transformation of Taiwan’s Party System,” paper
presented at the International Press Conference on Understanding
the 2001 Election organized by the Institute of International

Relations, National Chengchi University, Taipei, 28 November
2001.
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The Impact of Taiwan's Fifth Legislative Yuan
Election on Its Domestic Politics and
Cross-strait Relations

Timothy Ka-ying Wong

Abstract

This paper analyzes the impact of Taiwan’s fifth Legislative Yuan
election on its domestic politics and cross-strait relations as well as
the major causes of the Kuomintang’s (KMT) unexpectedly grave
defeat in the election. These causes include the KMT’'s over-
nomination of candidates, the failure of the traditional KMT vote
distribution system, the polarization of the pro-unification and pro-
independence camps, the government's aggressive campaign
against vote-buying, the success of the Democratic Progressive
Party (DPP) in defining electoral issues, and KMT chairman Lien
Chan’s lack of political charisma. On domestic politics, the impact
of the electoral results is felt in four major areas: the substantive
consolidation of the DPP regime, the continued weakening of the
KMT, the impressive rise of the People First Party (PEP), and the
successful ascension of the Taiwan Soliderity Union (TSU) as the
leftist pro-independence party. These developments have driven
the DPP-led pro-independence camp to replace the KMT-led pro-
unification camp to become the truly dominant political force in
Taiwan. On cross-strait relations, the substantive consolidation of
the DPP regime and the corresponding weakening of the pro-
unification camp inevitably create pressure on Beijing’s existing
non-contact policy toward Taiwan. Beijing may shift to deal with its
relations with Taiwan more actively in the future. At the same time,
since the DPP’s power base consolidated as a result of the election,
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president Chen Shui-bian’s mainland policy may be less
constrained by the pro-independence fundamentalists within the
DPP. He may gain more flexibility and autonomy in dealing with
the mainland. In spite of all the potential for optimism, in order for
a true breakthrough to occur in the cross-strait relationship, three
conditions must be met: Beijing must adjust its “time on our side”
strategy and give up waiting for Taiwan’s opposition party to
return to power; the DPP government must continue to move closer
to the political middle ground, away from independence and
towards unification, a shift that is essential to building basic trust
and consensus across the Taiwan Strait.



