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Civil Society Organizations in
Contemporary Chinese Urban Societies
Taipei, Hong Kong, Guangzhou and Xiamen Compared

Robert P. Weller, Hsin-Huang Michael Hsiao
Kuan Hsin-chi, Lui Tai-lok, Chan Kin-man
Qiu Haixiong, Yang Guozhen, Huang Shunli

Abstract

This paper aims to portray and characterize emerging civil society
organizations (CS0s) and intermediate institutions in four modern
Chinese urban societies: Taipei, Hong Kong, Guangzhou and
Xiamen. Surveys of CSOs were conducted in each of the four cities.
The results show that each city’s CSOs have their own unique
character. Taipei’s CSOs are quite autonomous from the state and
have performed an advocacy role in society. Hong Kong's CSOs are
pluralistic in nature and appear to be cooperative towards the
government. In contrast to Taipei and Hong Kong, CSOs in
Guangzhou and Xiamen are still in an early stage of development.
Guangzhou CSOs are most concerned with their own survival, and
as a result, they tend to be dependent on the various levels of
government bureaucracy. Similarly, most of the CSOs in Xiamen
are newly established and face the challenge of breaking the limits
and constraints on further development.





