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Hong Kong People’s Attitudes towards
Living, Working and Purchasing Property
in Mainland China

The Impact of Mainland-Hong Kong Integration

Yue-man Yeung
Timothy Ka-ying Wong

Abstract

Based on data from a telephone survey, this paper systematically
examines the impact of mainland-Hong Kong integration on Hong
Kong people’s attitudes towards living, working and purchasing
property in mainland China. The results have revealed that: (1)
Looking ahead to the coming five years, people are quite
pessimistic about Hong Kong’s economic development, but they are
very optimistic about the mainland’s. (2) While people largely
believe that the current pace of economic integration between the
mainland and Hong Kong is appropriate, they have reservations
about the proposal for 24-hour cross-border opening. (3) Some 42%
of respondents still think that current property prices in Hong Kong
are too high. Only around 5% of respondents think property is too
cheap. (4) Some 27% of the respondents or their family members
have bought property on the mainland, and another 11% have
indicated their intention to purchase property there in the coming
five years. Such a trend will inevitably create pressure on the local
real estate market. (5) Only 4% of respondents intend to settle on
the mainland in the coming five years, reflecting that the majority of
those who have purchased or intend to purchase property on the
mainland do not prepare themselves to settle on the mainland. (6)
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Some 11% of respondents are prepared to work on the mainland in
the coming five years. This percentage cannot be considered small.
(7) People who support 24-hour cross-border opening show a
stronger intention to live, work and purchase property on the
mainland in the coming five years. Those who think current
property prices in Hong Kong are too high are also more willing to
live and work on the mainland in the coming five years. These
results imply that if 24-hour cross-border opening is implemented
and if property prices remain at current levels, the trend of
population mobility from Hong Kong to the mainland is likely to
intensify. (8) People who intend to work on the mainland show a
stronger desire to purchase property there in the coming five years.
Hence, if the number of people working in the north continues to
rise, the number of people purchasing property there will also rise.



