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ERBEEMRERE AR St il - SR o gy
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RiE o FEER e REE  RESHXETgEE
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HERSMER I Tz PR ETHT - M RPN AR R R AR SR
(BP MRHEER, ) HUIREE - FEETS » /NRAERIAEIEEEE R
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B-REF - EACAIBRN/ R B0 R = (E B AT R R
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FEECHY B ARSI SRR - TR —E RS ERE
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fE2E - BH—EERRE  BIRHEAEREEINERE R ER
R T - RS IR IR R DA — RN
T - BULTEE IR BRI ITEISRER - AT REERT S
HE—BEREE D RS - BB ER  EFHRETRN
S BEELURERENERBERITESEE - AIRIAL
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RHLIEHRE - b T ENTERER RS
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R ERERIEFIESEEENERRNE - LIRS RE
AR RRIEE E T E R -
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BEREHEL - B NN E AL FEERBEERE L
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& DB EmE R E e SR RS I E A B
B - UL EANER ISRy SR EIRRE R E AT - f
RS B O EARR FriE B i SRR R A AR
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222 R - BB A MR MRS EALY
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WOIRED - T B2 B (F S R B R - BRI TIIE
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RAVEIEATER R LR BIRT BR—JL/\AE
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A Sociological Analysis of
Contemporary Hong Kong Novels

Literature, Generation and Society

Lau Siu-lai

Abstract

Cultural studies in Hong Kong focus on the understanding of
popular culture and everyday life. In order to explore the
sociological significance of other local cultural arenas, this paper
presents a new perspective through a synthesis of the literary and
the sociological imaginations in the context of Hong Kong.

This paper has investigated the development of worldview as
inscribed within the novels of three local writers. The analytical
framework of “social group/history/generation,” and the method
of sociology of literature are deployed. The aim is to understand the
changes in the “mental structure” of Hong Kong's culture
producers from the 1970s to the 1990s. Findings show that the
development of mental structures can be demarcated into three
major stages: idealism, cynicism and virtualism. The form of this
development can be read as a “negative dialectic” towards extreme
radicalism, and the meaning beneath is a story of exit from cultural
values. The locus of the above change is over-determined by the
articulation of the structural position of the group, macro-historical
events and the generation succession between social actors.

From a structural point of view, the social function of the
cultural production circle is directed towards the building and
reinforcement of societal values. And yet, development in the field
of Hong Kong cultural production actually indicates the collapse of
cultural value in the macro-society. And in so far as historical
experience has shown that Hong Kong intellectuals tend to
renounce their autonomy when under external pressure, the author
surmises that projects of cultural value revitalization are likely to
face great difficulties.



