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Strategic Voting in the
2000 Legislative Council Elections

An Empirical Study

Ma Ngok

Abstract

Scholars and politicians believe that strategic voting was a major
reason behind the relative failure of some pro-democracy
candidates in the 2000 Legislative Council Election. It is believed:
that some pro-democracy supporters gave up on runaway
candidates and cast their votes strategically for second- or third-
choice candidates that had marginal chances. Telephone surveys of
more than 1,400 voters estimate that at most 7% of voters actually
adopted strategic voting in 2000. However, the “direction” of
strategic votes was very diverse: the “net gain” or “net loss” of any
single candidate was very limited. This shows that the impact of the
strategic voting factor on the ultimate electoral outcome may have
been exaggerated. Also, it was found that more than half of the
voters paid little attention to campaign and election information in
the mass media, casting doubt on the “rational actor” model, which
has been used to partly explain the pattern of strategic voting in the
2000 election.



