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Hong Kong People’s Attitudes towards
the New Housing Policy

A Shift in Class Conflict

Yue-man Yeung
Timothy Ka-ying Wong

Abstract

Based on data from a telephone survey, this paper systematically
examines Hong Kong people’s attitudes towards the new housing
policy measures announced in November 2002 and the prospects
for the local real estate market. The results revealed that: (1) People
are not unanimously positive about the mew housing policy
measures. In particular, they largely take an opposing stance on the
issue of terminating sales of public rental and Home Ownership
Scheme flats. (2) People are skeptical about the ability of the new
measures to stabilize property prices. (3) Middle class people are
relatively more supportive of the new measures and are more
confident that these measures can stabilize property prices. (4) The
views of people diverge on the issue of the mode of housing
development, and the divergence underlines the existence of a
major class conflict in Hong Kong: while the middle class favours
the domination of private housing, the grassroots emphasize the
pivotal role of public housing. (5) The majority of people, notably
the middle class, are dissatisfied with the government’s housing
policy. (6) People slightly downplay the current housing prices and
the future property market. (7) Looking ahead, people are quite
pessimistic about Hong Kong’s economic development in the
coming two years. (8) People do not have a strong intention to
purchase property in Hong Kong or mainland China, and this
intention is weaker compared with the survey data of a year ago.



