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The Efficacy of the Accountability System for
Principal Officials and Its Influence on the
Political Development in Hong Kong

Timothy Ka-ying Wong
Wan Po-san

Abstract

This paper examines the efficacy and impact of the
implementation of the accountability system for principal
officials. It finds that Hong Kong residents generally regard the
system as a failure and that this was one important cause of the
July 1 protest of half million people. The protest shook the
government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
and Chief Executive Tung Chee-hwa to an unprecedented
degree. An examination of the underlying causes of this failure
reveals that the system lacked internal cohesion; that Mr Tung
lacked political skills and decisiveness; that the mechanisms in
the new system have not been able to deal effectively with
public opinion; and that Beijing’s conservative policy has
seriously limited the scope of applicability of the new system.
Setbacks to the system have rekindled the democratic movement
that had fallen into dormancy in recent years. This development
is certain to clash with Beijing’s continued support for the Tung
government. The political development of Hong Kong will turn
on this point. In this, much will depend on whether or not the
accountability system can be improved and made truly
responsive to public opinion in Hong Kong.



