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The Reconstruction of Local Gender Politics

A Postcolonial Discourse on the Laws
Controlling Wife Abuse

Man-chung Chiu

Abstract

Current Hong Kong laws control wife abuse by either punishing
the abusers or separating the abusers from the victims. This
article questions the effectiveness of such a legal approach in
solving the problem of abuse. It then critically scrutinizes the
mainstream feminist discourse on wife abuse from a
postmodern philosophical perspective, and its underlying
assumption, which states that gender identity is monolithic and
fixed. If identity and performance interactively constitute each
another, as postmodernists argue, then the de/reconstruction of
subjectivity, which is a discursive product, is possible. In this
context, “court-mandated counselling” becomes a mechanism
that can destabilize male performance/subjectivity. The author
also stresses that all mechanisms that aim at controlling wife
abuse in Hong Kong must engage with the local culture in order
to function effectively. As “court-mandated counselling” avoids
the destruction of harmonious family relationships on the one
hand, and subverts the action/subjectivity of (male) abusers on
the other, it is therefore consistent with postmodern perspectives
on gender politics and with local Confucian ideas, and could be
used to reconstruct family harmony. However, “court-mandated
counselling” can only work effectively with intér~discip11'nary
professional cooperation.



