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Basic Infrastructure Development in the
Pan-Pearl River Delta Research Series

I1. Railways

Yeung Yue-man
Gordon Kee Wai-man

Abstract

Undergoing rapid economic development, China has been planning
railway development on a grand scale. The objectives are to intensify
the density of the country’s railway system, construct multi-purpose
railway networks in all regions, and modernize the railways through
the construction of high-speed passenger lines, increased double
tracking, enhanced electrification, and so forth. These measures are
aimed at gradually ameliorating the severe problems that presently
confront the national railway system. The Pan-Pearl River Delta
(PPRD) region stands to benefit from these plans for improvement,
which will lead to more effective networks and superior services.
Hong Kong, too, has built its internal and cross-boundary transport
networks around railways, due to the strengths in transportability
and speed of rail transport. At present, Hong Kong’s railway system
is under severe pressure, because it is totally dependent on the East
Rail of the Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation to provide cross-
boundary passenger and cargo services to the mainland boundary at
Lo Wu. It is anticipated that, with development accelerating in the
future, the demand for rail services will grow and Hong Kong may
not be able to cope. The question is: how should Hong Kong develop
its new internal railways so as to achieve better integration with
the network in the PPRD, while meeting community demands and
highlighting Hong Kong’s advantages?
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