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“Lobalization”

The Context of Creative Industries
in the Cultural Periphery

Matthew M. T. Chew

Abstract

The study of cultural globalization has grown during the past 15 years
into one of the biggest research programmes in the social sciences and
humanities. Great contributions have been made to our understanding
of the cultural critical implications of globalization. However, as |
will show, the studies thus far have also failed to develop adequate
descriptive frameworks to explain the complex dynamics of cultural
globalization. I suggest that new kinds of global cultural dynamics
be identified and delineated from the ones that have already been
examined. In this paper, I focus on an unexplored and yet theoretically
important aspect of global cultural dynamics, which I have named
“lobalization”. 1 will describe its characteristics as well as analyse
its socio-cultural implications. I will proceed by disentangling it
from all of the major theoretical concepts that are currently being
offered in the field, including globalization, localization, hybridity,
glocalization and its many related concepts, the translocal and the
transnational, and hyperrealism. My analyses will be grounded on
a case study of the “passed-off” menswear brands in contemporary
China. I define “lobalization” as the global cultural dynamic through
which products are diffused through a locality in the guise of
global products. The process is usually initiated by local producers
who dress their products up as global ones in order to cater to the
preference of local consumers for global products. Empirical details
about lobalization will be clarified in the context of my analyses
of how these characteristics generate socio-cultural implications
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that are unexpected or unexplained in current theories. Some of
these implications are of significance for creative industries that
are diametrically opposite from that suggested by current theories.
These incongruities not only demonstrate the inadequacies of current
theories, but show that completely unidentified forms of global
cultural dynamics are present and await our examination.
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