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Hong Kong-Shenzhen Cooperative Development
The Search for Forward-looking Ideas

Yeung Yue-man

Abstract

The Hong Kong-Shenzhen Cooperative Development Forum is the
first such meeting organized by the Hong Kong Institute of Asia-
Pacific Studies of The Chinese University of Hong Kong and the
China Development Institute (Shenzhen). The relationship between
Hong Kong and Shenzhen is growing closer and the frequency of
bilateral cooperation is increasing. The main objective of the Forum
is to provide an opportunity for academics, professionals, and policy-
makers to rationally engage in dialogue on various subjects and
strengthen the basis of mutual understanding on their ideas of future
development. In preparation for this Forum and in order to provide a
basis for discussion, in August 2005 the Hong Kong Institute of Asia-
Pacific Studies carried out a telephone survey to gauge the nature and
extent of public reaction to the relationship between Hong Kong and
Shenzhen and prospects for bilateral cooperation.

The Forum was led by seven speakers, who gave their views on the
development of economics, finance, urban planning, administration,
and education between Hong Kong and Shenzhen. The speakers
commonly pointed out that direct contact between the two places had
been rare in the past, and also noted that encounters between Hong
Kong and Shenzhen had tended to be characterized by one-way, low-
level, and passive cooperation. However, in recent years, there has
been closer contact between Hong Kong and Shenzhen as a result of
reforms and opening up measures implemented in mainland China,
including in Shenzhen. Moreover, they noted the recent willingness
in Hong Kong to improve the Hong Kong-Shenzhen relationship at
every level. The scale and scope of cooperation is constantly being
enlarged. Nevertheless, there is still room for improvement in various
aspects of the administrative system, in development strategies, and
in the very notion of cooperation. Cooperative development between
Hong Kong and Shenzhen must continue and improve, if Hong Kong
and Shenzhen are to strive for a better tomorrow.
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