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The Cross-border “Baau Yih Naaih” and the
Responses of Social Welfare Services in Hong Kong

Joyce Lai-chong Ma

Siumi M. Tam

Abstract

The current phenomenon of cross-border baau yih naaih, literally
“keeping a second wife” in the mainland, has become a rising
concern in Hong Kong. The nature of the problem has changed from
the personal to the social. There is a dearth of research into how local
social welfare agencies as a whole have responded to meet the service
needs of those individuals and families that have been affected by the
problem. In view of this knowledge gap, this paper reports the results
of part of a research project carried out four years ago, with the aim of
adding to our understanding of how social welfare agencies in Hong
Kong have responded to the service needs that have arisen, as well as
the views of social workers/social work students on this phenomenon.
The data for this study were collected by a questionnaire survey and
two focus-group interviews. The research results show that from the
perspective of 26 social welfare agencies, the service needs of these
afflicted families and individuals are the “alleviation of negative
emotions” and “crisis and grief management.” The participants of
the focus-group interviews felt that the cross-border baau yih naaih
had negatively affected not only the Hong Kong wives and children,
but the men who kept mistresses themselves. These social welfare
agencies employed micro social work intervention approaches
(namely casework, group work, and hotline services) to meet the
service needs; while a macro social work approach (predominantly
community education) was used to a lesser extent. This paper
discusses the implications of this study and makes recommendations
for future service development in this area.
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