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The Pan-Pearl River Delta Region and Hong Kong
under the Eleventh Five-year Plan Research Series

VII. Sichuan and Hong Kong

Shen Jianfa  Yeung Yue-man Lu Yifei

Abstract

Located in the interior of mainland China, Sichuan is one of the most
populated provinces of the country. It is topographically diverse and
has a warm, humid climate and rich soil, making it a major national
base for agricultural production. However, its relative isolation
poses difficulties for the exchange of commodities and information
between Sichuan and the outside world. Transportation remains a big
obstacle to the province’s economic development. One of the biggest
accomplishments during the Tenth Five-year Plan (2001-2005)
period has been the improvement of Sichuan’s transport network.
Only when smooth transport and communications links within the
province and between Sichuan and other provinces is achieved, can
Sichuan make progress on its plan to coordinate its efforts with those
of other provinces in southeastern China to create a new western China
manufacturing base. Tourism is a major area of focus in Sichuan; the
local government must therefore address the issue of how to become
competitive in this sector. Sichuan, an early beneficiary of the central
government’s policy to develop the western regions of the country,
could be the gateway for Hong Kong companies to venture into
China’s west. Although the overall investment environment of western
China lags far behind that of the Pearl River Delta and Yangzi River
Delta regions, with which Hong Kong companies are more familiar,
the western region’s abundant natural resources, cheap materials and
labour, and huge market, mean that this region has great long-term
economic potential. Huge investment opportunities for Hong Kong
companies are to be found in the following areas: infrastructure
construction, urban development, industrial restructuring, high-
technology professional training, herbal medicine research and
development, food processing, the construction of tourist facilities,
transportation and logistics, and banking, finance, and insurance.



HONG KONG INSTITUTE OF ASIA-PACIFIC STUDIES

The Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies was established in
September 1990 to promote multidisciplinary social science research
on social, political and economic development. Research emphasis is
placed on the role of Hong Kong in the Asia-Pacific region and the
reciprocal effects of the development of Hong Kong and the Asia-
Pacific region.

Director: Lee, Paul Siu-nam, PhD (Michigan),
Professor, School of Journalism and Communication
Associate Directors:
Chiu, Stephen Wing-kai, PhD (Princeton),
Professor, Department of Sociology
Sung, Yun-wing, PhD (Minnesota),
Professor, Department of Economics
Tang, Kwong-leung, PhD (UC Berkeley),
Professor of Social Work
Wong, Timothy Ka-ying, PhD (Manitoba),
Research Associate Professor, HKIAPS

ISBN 978 962-441-198-0

HK$20.00 474119




