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Developing age-friendly neighborhoods is a priority for practice and policy to promote
active aging and increase life satisfaction for older adults. However, there has been a
paucity of longitudinal evidence on the interaction effects of age-friendly neighborhood
environments and functional abilities on health and well-being among older adults in urban
China. This seminar will introduce three longitudinal studies based on data from the China
Health and Retirement Longitudinal Study (CHARLS): the first study examines the
accumulative effect of person-environment fit on older adults’ functional abilities and life
satisfaction trajectories; the second study examines the buffering effects of age-friendly
neighborhood environment on the relationship between functional abilities and depressive
symptoms among older adults, particularly focusing on the enabling and compensatory
roles of age-friendly neighborhoods; the third study examines the accumulative and
sequenced effects of exposure to urbanicity from 1992 to 2018 on later-life depressive
symptoms among older adults over the life course.
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Prof. Ye Liu is a full Professor in School of Geography and Planning, Sun Yat-sen
University. Prior to joining Sun Yat-sen University in 2017, he was a Postdoctoral
Research Fellow at University of St Andrews, The Chinese University of Hong
Kong, and University of Lethbridge. He obtained his Ph.D. from The Chinese
University of Hong Kong in 2013. His primary research interests focus on
Internal Migration, Health Inequalities, Neighborhood and Well-being, and Age-
friendly Communities. He has published more than 100 articles in peer-reviewed
academic journals. He is the Principal Investigator of five research projects
funded by National Natural Science Foundation of China. He serves as a co-
Editor-in-Chief of Applied Spatial Analysis and Policy, an Associate Editor of
Health & Place, and an editorial board member of several journals, including the
Journal of Transport Geography, Social Science & Medicine, Wellbeing, and
Space and Society. He has been named a Highly Cited Researcher 2024 by
Clarivate and listed among the World's Top 2% Scientists by Stanford University
since 2022.
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